《Scofield Reference Notes – Acts》(C.I. Scofield)
Commentator

The first Scofield Study Bible, published in 1909 and revised in 1917, is one of the most influential theological works of the early 20th century.

Edited by Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, the Scofield Reference Bible was published by the Oxford University Press and became known to many as a handbook of fundamental theology.

The Scofield Reference Bible contains very brief commentary, often consisting of no more than a few sentences and several cross-references. The brevity of the notes allowed Scofield's commentary to be included in the margins and footnotes in study Bibles, which countless Christians use as their primary study Bible.

"The Bible, incomparably the most widely circulated of books, at once provokes and baffles study. Even the non-believer in its authority rightly feels that it is unintelligent to remain in almost total ignorance of the most famous and ancient of books. And yet most, even of sincere believers, soon retire from any serious effort to master the content of the sacred writings. The reason is not far to seek. It is found in the fact that no particular portion of Scripture is to be intelligently comprehended apart from some conception of its place in the whole. For the Bible story and message is like a picture wrought out in mosaics: each book, chapter, verse, and even word forms a necessary part, and has its own appointed place. It is, therefore, indispensable to any interesting and fruitful study of the Bible that a general knowledge of it be gained."
- From the Introduction 

A modern version of the Reference Notes (called the New Scofield Reference Bible) exists, but is a 1967 revision bearing no real relation to C. I. Scofield.

Introduction

Read first chapter of Acts 

WRITER: In the Acts of the Apostles Luke continues the account of Christianity begun in the Gospel which bears his name. In the "former treatise" he tells what Jesus "began both to do and teach"; in the Acts, what Jesus continued to do and teach through His Holy Spirit sent down. 

DATE: The Acts concludes with the account of Paul's earliest ministry in Rome, A.D. 65, and appears to have been written at or near that time. 

THEME: This book records the ascension and promised return of the Lord Jesus, the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, Peter's use of the keys, opening the kingdom (considered as the sphere of profession, as in Mat. 13) to the Jews at Pentecost, and to the Gentiles in the house of Cornelius; the beginning of the Christian church and the conversion and ministry of Paul. 

The Holy Spirit fills the scene. As the presence of the Son, exalting and revealing the Father, is the great fact of the Gospels, so the presence of the Spirit, exalting and revealing the Son, is the great fact of the Acts. 

Acts is in two chief parts: In the first section (1- 9:43 ) Peter is the prominent personage, Jerusalem is the center, and the ministry is to Jews. Already in covenant relations with Jehovah, they had sinned in rejecting Jesus as the Christ. The preaching, therefore, was directed to that point, and repentance (i.e. "a changed mind") was demanded. The apparent failure of the Old Testament promises concerning the Davidic kingdom was explained by the promise that the kingdom would be set up at the return of Christ ( Acts 2:25-31 ; Acts 15:14-16 ). This ministry to Israel fulfilled Luke 19:12-14 . In the persecutions of the apostles and finally in the martyrdom of Stephen, the Jews sent after the king the message, "We will not have this man to reign over us." In the second division ( 10:1 - 28:31 ) Paul is prominent, a new center is established at Antioch, and the ministry is chiefly to Gentiles who, as "strangers from the covenants of promise" ( 2:12 ), had but to "believe on the Lord Jesus Christ" to be saved. Chapters 11,12, and 15 of this section are transitional, establishing finally the distinction, doctrinally, between law and grace. Galatians should be read in this connection. 

The events recorded in The Acts cover a period of 32 years. 

01 Chapter 1 
1:4  And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 

being assembled Or, eating with them. 

ye have heard Or, heard from me. 

1:6  When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 

again the kingdom to Israel 

Forty days the risen Lord had been instructing the apostles "of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God," doubtless, according to His custom Luke 24:27 Luke 24:32 Luke 24:44 Luke 24:45 teaching them out of the Scriptures. One point was left untouched, viz., the time when He would restore the kingdom to Israel; hence the apostles' question. The answer was according to His repeated teaching; the time was God's secret. ; Matthew 24:36 Matthew 24:42 Matthew 24:44 ; 25:13 ; 1 Thessalonians 5:1 . 

restore (See Scofield "Matthew 3:2") . 

1:11  Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 

come 

The two Advents--Summary: 

(1) The O.T. foreview of the coming Messiah is in two aspects--that of rejection and suffering (as e.g. in Is 53), and that of earthly glory and power (as e.g. In Is 11 Jer 23 Eze 37). Often these two aspects blend in one passage (e.g. Ps 2). The prophets themselves were perplexed by this seeming contradiction 1 Peter 1:10 1 Peter 1:11 . It was solved by partial fulfilment. In due time the Messiah, born of a virgin according to Isaiah, appeared among men and began His ministry by announcing the predicted kingdom as "at hand." 

(See Scofield "Matthew 4:17") . The rejection of King and kingdom followed. 

(2) Thereupon the rejected King announced His approaching crucifixion, resurrection, departure, and return (Mat. 24., 25). Matthew 12:38-40 ; Matthew 16:1-4 Matthew 16:21 Matthew 16:27 ; Luke 12:35-46 ; 17:20-36 ; 18:31-34 ; 19:12-27 . 

(3) He uttered predictions concerning the course of events between His departure and return Matthew 13:1-50 ; 16:18 ; 24:4-26 

(4) This promised return of Christ becomes a prominent theme in the Acts, Epistles, and Revelation. 

Taken together, the N.T. teachings concerning the return of Jesus Christ may be summarized as follows: 

(1) That return is an event, not a process, and is personal and corporeal Matthew 23:39 ; 24:30 ; 25:31 ; Mark 14:62 ; Luke 17:24 ; John 14:3 ; Acts 1:11 ; Philippians 3:20 Philippians 3:21 ; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-17 . 

(2) His coming has a threefold relation: to the church, to Israel, to the nations. 

(a) To the church the descent of the Lord into the air to raise the sleeping and change the living saints is set forth as a constant expectation and hope Matthew 24:36 Matthew 24:44 Matthew 24:48-51 ; 25:13 ; 1 Corinthians 15:51 1 Corinthians 15:52 ; Philippians 3:20 ; 1 Thessalonians 1:10 ; 4:14-17 ; 1 Timothy 6:14 ; Titus 2:13 ; Revelation 22:20 . 

(b) To Israel, the return of the Lord is predicted to accomplish the yet unfulfilled prophecies of her national regathering, conversion, and establishment in peace and power under the Davidic Covenant Acts 15:14-17 with Zechariah 14:1-9 . 

See "Kingdom (O.T.)" 2 Samuel 7:8-17 . 

(See Scofield "Zechariah 13:8") 

Luke 1:31-33 

(See Scofield "1 Corinthians 15:24") 

(c) To the Gentile nations the return of Christ is predicted to bring the destruction of the present political world-system Daniel 2:34 Daniel 2:35 . (See Scofield "Revelation 19:11") , the judgment of Matthew 25:31-46 followed by world-wide Gentile conversion and participation in the blessings of the kingdom ; Isaiah 2:2-4 ; 11:10 ; 60:3 ; Zechariah 8:3 Zechariah 8:20 Zechariah 8:23 ; 14:16-21 . 

1:12  Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey. 

journey 

About 4854 feet. 

1:13  And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. 

Zelotes 

The Zealot. 

1:20  For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take. 

bishoprick 

(Greek - naov , overseership). See "elders" (See Scofield "Titus 1:5") 

1:25  That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. 

transgression 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

02 Chapter 2 
2:3  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 

cloven tongues tongues, as of fire, parting and sitting upon each of them. 

2:4  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

Holy Ghost 

The Holy Spirit, N.T. Summary (see Malachi 2:15, note): (See Scofield "Malachi 2:15") . 

(1) The Holy Spirit is revealed as a divine Person. This is expressly declared (e.g.) John 14:16 John 14:17 John 14:26 ; 15:26 ; 16:7-15 ; Matthew 28:19 and everywhere implied. 

(2) The revelation concerning Him is progressive 

(a) In the O.T. (See Scofield "Malachi 2:15") . He comes upon whom He will, apparently without reference to conditions in them 

(b) During His earth-life, Christ taught His disciples Luke 11:13 that they might receive the Spirit through prayer to the Father. 

(c) At the close of His ministry He promised that He would Himself pray the Father, and that in answer to prayer the Comforter would come to abide John 14:16 John 14:17 . 

(d) On the evening of His resurrection He came to the disciples in the upper room, and breathed on them saying, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost" John 20:22 but instructed them to wait before beginning their ministry till the Spirit should come upon them ; Luke 24:49 ; Acts 1:8 . 

(e) On the day of Pentecost the Spirit came upon the whole body of believers Acts 2:1-4 

(f) After Pentecost, so long as the Gospel was preached to Jews only, the Spirit was imparted to such as believed by the laying on of hands Acts 8:17 ; 9:17 . 

(g) When Peter opened the door of the kingdom to the Gentiles (Ac 10.), the Holy Spirit, without delay, or other condition than faith, was given to those who believed. Acts 10:44 ; 11:15-18 . This is the permanent fact for the entire church age. Every believer is born of the Spirit ; John 3:3 John 3:6 ; 1 John 5:1 indwelt by the Spirit, whose presence makes the believer's body a temple ; 1 Corinthians 6:19 ; Romans 8:9-15 ; 1 John 2:27 ; Galatians 4:6 and baptized by the Spirit ; 1 Corinthians 12:12 1 Corinthians 12:13 ; 1 John 2:20 1 John 2:27 thus sealing him for God ; Ephesians 1:13 ; 4:30 . 

(3) The N.T. distinguishes between having the Spirit, which is true of all believers, and being filled with the Spirit, which is the believer's privilege and duty (cf) Acts 2:4 with ; Acts 4:29-31 ; Ephesians 1:13 Ephesians 1:14 with Ephesians 5:18 . --"One baptism, many fillings." 

(4) The Holy Spirit is related to Christ in His Conception Matthew 1:18-20 ; Luke 1:35 baptism ; Matthew 3:16 ; Mark 1:10 ; Luke 3:22 ; John 1:32 John 1:33 walk and service Luke 4:1 Luke 4:14 resurrection Romans 8:11, and as His witness throughout this age ; John 15:26 ; John 16:8-11 John 16:13 John 16:14 . 

(5) The Spirit forms the church Matthew 16:18 (See Scofield "Hebrews 12:23") by baptizing all believers into the body of Christ 1 Corinthians 12:12 1 Corinthians 12:13 imparts gifts for service to every member of that body 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 1 Corinthians 12:27 1 Corinthians 12:30 guide the members in their service ; Luke 2:27 ; 4:1 ; Acts 16:6 Acts 16:7 and is Himself the power of that service ; Acts 1:8 ; 2:4 ; 1 Corinthians 2:4 . 

(6) The Spirit abides in the company of believers who constitute a local church, making of them, corporately, a temple 1 Corinthians 3:16 1 Corinthians 3:17 . 

(7) Christ indicates a threefold personal relationship of the Spirit to the believer: "With", "In", "upon" John 14:17 ; Luke 24:49 ; Acts 1:8 . "With" indicates the approach of God to the soul, convicting of sin John 16:9 presenting Christ as the object of faith John 16:14 imparting faith Ephesians 2:8 and regenerating John 3:3-16 . "In" describes the abiding presence of the Spirit in the believer's body 1 Corinthians 6:19 to give victory over the flesh ; Romans 8:2-4 ; Galatians 5:16 Galatians 5:17 to create the Christian character Galatians 5:22 Galatians 5:23 to help infirmities Romans 8:26 to inspire prayer Ephesians 6:18 to give conscious access to God Ephesians 2:18 to actualize to the believer his sonship Galatians 4:6 to apply the Scripture in cleansing and sanctification ; Ephesians 5:26 ; 2 Thessalonians 2:13 ; 1 Peter 1:2 to comfort and intercede ; Acts 9:31 ; Romans 8:26 and to reveal Christ John 16:14 . 

(8) Sins against the Spirit committed by unbelievers are: To blaspheme Matthew 12:31, resist Acts 7:51, insult Hebrews 10:29, "despite," lit. insult). Believers' sins against the Spirit are: To grieve Him by allowing evil in heart or life Ephesians 4:30 Ephesians 4:31 and to quench Him by disobedience 1 Thessalonians 5:19 . 

The right attitude toward the Spirit is yieldedness to His sway in walk and service, and in constant willingness that He shall "put away" whatever grieves Him or hinders His power Ephesians 4:31 . 

(9) The symbols of the Spirit are: (a) oil John 3:34 ; Hebrews 1:9 (b) water, John 7:38 John 7:39 (c) wind ; Acts 2:2 ; John 3:8, (d) fire Acts 2:3, (e) a dove Matthew 3:16, (f) a seal ; Ephesians 1:13 ; 4:30, (g) an earnest or pledge Ephesians 1:14 . 

2:8  And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? 

tongue 

language. 

2:11  Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. 

tongues 

languages. 

2:14  But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: 

said unto them 

The theme of Peter's sermon at Pentecost is stated in Acts 2:36 . It is, that Jesus is the Messiah. No message could have been more unwelcome to the Jews who had rejected His Messianic claims, and crucified Him. Peter, therefore, does not announce his theme until he has covered every possible Jewish objection. The point of difficulty with the Jews was the apparent failure of the clear and repeated prophetic promise of a regathered Israel established in their own land under their covenanted King (e.g). ; Isaiah 11:10-12 ; Jeremiah 23:5-8 ; Ezekiel 37:21-18 . Instead of explaining, as Rome first taught, followed by some Protestant commentators, that the covenant and promises were to be fulfilled in the church in a so-called "spiritual" sense, Peter shows Acts 2:25-32 from Ps 16. that David himself understood that the dead and risen Christ would fulfil the covenant and sit on his throne Luke 1:32 Luke 1:33 . In precisely the same way James Acts 15:14-17 met the same difficulty. See "Kingdom (O.T.)," Zechariah 12:8 (N.T.), ; Luke 1:33 ; 1 Corinthians 15:24 . 

2:17  And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 

last days 

A distinction must be observed between "the last days" when the prediction relates to Israel, and the "last days" when the prediction relates to the church 1 Timothy 4:1-3 ; 2 Timothy 3:1-8 ; Hebrews 1:1 Hebrews 1:2 ; 1 Peter 1:4 1 Peter 1:5 ; 2 Peter 3:1-9 ; 1 John 2:18 1 John 2:19 ; Jude 1:17-19 . Also distinguish the expression the "last days" (plural) from "the last day" (singular); the latter expression referring to the resurrections and last judgment ; John 6:39 John 6:40 John 6:44 John 6:54 ; 11:24 ; 12:48 . The "last days" as related to the church began with the advent of Christ Hebrews 1:2 but have especial reference to the time of declension and apostasy at the end of this age ; 2 Timothy 3:1 ; 4:4 . The "last days" as related to Israel are the days of Israel's exaltation and blessing, and are synonymous with the kingdom-age ; Isaiah 2:2-4 ; Micah 4:1-7 . They are "last" not with reference to this dispensation, but with reference to the whole of Israel's history. 

2:21  And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

saved 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

2:27  Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 

hell 

Hades. (See Scofield "Luke 16:23") . 

2:31  He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. 

hell 

Hades. (See Scofield "Luke 16:23") . 

2:38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

remission (See Scofield "Matthew 26:28") . 

sins Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

2:47  Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 

saved 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

03 Chapter 3 
3:19  Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; 

refreshing 

"Namely, seasons in which, through the appearance of the Messiah in His kingdom, there shall occur blessed rest and refreshment for the people of God." --Heinrich A. W. Meyer. 

sins Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

3:20  And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: 

And he shall 

The appeal here is national to the Jewish people as such, not individuals as in Peter's first sermon Acts 2:38 Acts 2:39 . There those who were pricked in heart were exhorted to save themselves from (among) the untoward nation; here the whole people is addressed, and the promise to national repentance is national deliverance: "and he shall send Jesus Christ" to bring in the times which the prophets had foretold 

(See Scofield "Acts 2:14") . The official answer was the imprisonment of the apostles, and the inhibition to preach, so fulfilling Luke 19:14 . 

3:21  Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began. 

restitution 

(Greek - naov = restoration, occurring here and Acts 1:6 only. The meaning is limited by the words: "Which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets." The prophets speak of the restoration of Israel to the land (see "Israel," ; Genesis 12:2 Genesis 12:3 ; Romans 11:26 also "Palestinian Covenant," Deuteronomy 30:1-9 . (See Scofield "Deuteronomy 30:3") and of the restoration the theocracy under David's Son. (See "Davidic Covenant," 2 Samuel 7:8-17 ). 

(See Scofield "2 Samuel 7:16") , "Kingdom," Genesis 1:26-28 . See Scofield " Zechariah 12:8 ". No prediction of the conversion and restoration of the wicked dead is found in the prophets, or elsewhere. CF Revelation 20:11-15 . 

3:25  Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. 

children 

(Greek - naov , sons). 

04 Chapter 4 
4:1  And as they spake unto the people, the priests, and the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees, came upon them, 

Sadducees 

(See Scofield "Matthew 3:7") . 

4:12  Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. 

salvation 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

4:16  Saying, What shall we do to these men? for that indeed a notable miracle hath been done by them is manifest to all them that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny it. 

miracle 

(Greek - shmei'on , sign). 

4:25  Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things? 

said 

(See Scofield "Psalms 2:6") . 

4:26  The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ. 

Lord Jehovah. Psalms 2:2 . 

Christ Anointed. Psalms 2:2 . 

4:27  For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, 

Herod 

See margin ref., (See Scofield "Matthew 14:1") . 

4:28  For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done. 

determined 

Predestination, trans. predestinated. Romans 8:29 ; Acts 4:28 ; Ephesians 1:5 Ephesians 1:11 . 

05 Chapter 5 

5:19  But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth, and said, 

angel 

(See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

5:31  Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 

Saviour (See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

repentance Repentance. Acts 8:22 ; 17:30 ; Matthew 3:2 . 

forgiveness (See Scofield "Matthew 26:28") . 

sins Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

5:33  When they heard that, they were cut to the heart, and took counsel to slay them. 

cut 

Cf. Acts 2:37 . 

The Gospel when preached in the power of the Spirit convicts or enrages. 

06 Chapter 6 

6:1  And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration. 

Grecians 

Hellenists, i.e. Grecian Jews. 

6:5  And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch: 

chose 

It is beautiful to see that these were all Hellenists, as the Grecian names show. 

6:15  And all that sat in the council, looking stedfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel. 

angel 

(See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

07 Chapter 7 

7:9  And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but God was with him, 

God 

Jehovah. Genesis 39:2 . 

7:14  Then sent Joseph, and called his father Jacob to him, and all his kindred, threescore and fifteen souls. 

kindred 

Cf. (See Scofield "Genesis 46:26") . There is no real contradiction. The "house of Jacob" numbered seventy but the "kindred" would include the wives of Jacob's sons. 

7:16  And were carried over into Sychem, and laid in the sepulchre that Abraham bought for a sum of money of the sons of Emmor the father of Sychem. 

sepulchre 

(See Scofield "Genesis 23:4") . 

7:30  And when forty years were expired, there appeared to him in the wilderness of mount Sina an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush. 

angel 

(See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

7:35  This Moses whom they refused, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge? the same did God send to be a ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the angel which appeared to him in the bush. 

angel 

(See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

7:37  This is that Moses, which said unto the children of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear. 

Lord 

Jehovah. Deuteronomy 18:15 . 

7:38  This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in the mount Sina, and with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us: 

church 

Israel in the land is never called a church. In the wilderness Israel was a true church (G. ecclesia = called-out assembly), but in striking contrast with the N.T. ecclesia 

(See Scofield "Matthew 16:18") . 

angel (See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

7:45  Which also our fathers that came after brought in with Jesus into the possession of the Gentiles, whom God drave out before the face of our fathers, unto the days of David; 

Jesus 

i.e. Joshua. 

7:49  Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool: what house will ye build me? saith the Lord: or what is the place of my rest? 

Lord 

Jehovah. Isaiah 66:1 Isaiah 66:2 . 

7:53  Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it. 

angels 

(See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

7:54  When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth. 

When they heard 

They had brought false witnesses against Stephen; he bears true witness against them, quoting the testimony of writers they owned to be inspired. He speaks of the persistent rejection of God and His servants by the nation til at last it is brought home to themselves, and arouses the maddened enmity of their hearts. It was the final trial of the nation. 

7:59  And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 

God 

Omit God. Lit. And were stoning Stephen as he was invoking and saying, Lord Jesus, give welcome unto my spirit. 

7:60  And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

sin 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

08 Chapter 8 

8:5  Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. 

city of 

The Jews having rejected Stephen's witness to, and of, them, the Gospel now begins to go out to "all nations." Cf. Luke 24:47 . 

8:26  And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. 

angel (See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

desert Contra, Acts 8:6-8 . 

8:37  And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 

And 

The best authorities omit v. 37. 

09 Chapter 9 

9:2  And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 

of this way 

that were of The Way, i.e. Christ. John 14:6 . 

9:4  And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 

me? 

The Lord identifies Himself with His people. 

9:7  And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 

voice 

Cf Acts 22:9 ; 26:14 . 

A contradiction has been imagined. The three statements should be taken together. The men heard the "voice" as a sound ( (Greek - ajnafwnevw ), but did not hear the "voice" as articulating the words, "Saul, Saul," etc). 

9:20  And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God. 

that he is the Son of God 

Cf. Acts 2:36 . Peter, while maintaining the deity of Jesus--"God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ"--gives especial prominence to His Messiahship. Paul, fresh from the vision of the glory, puts the emphasis on His Deity. Peter's charge was that the Jews had crucified the Son of David Acts 2:25-30 Paul's that they had crucified the Lord of glory 1 Corinthians 2:8 . In the A.V. the sense is largely lost. The point was, not that the Christ was God, a truth plainly taught by Isaiah. ; Isaiah 7:14 ; Isaiah 9:6 Isaiah 9:7 but that Jesus, the crucified Nazarene, was the Christ and therefore God the Son. 

9:22  But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ. 

But Saul 

It seems probable that Acts 9:22-25 refer to Paul's labours in Damascus after his return from Arabia Galatians 1:17 . 

The "many days" of verse Acts 9:23 may represent the "three years" of Galatians 1:18, which intervened between Paul's return to Damascus and his visit to Peter. 

9:26  And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple. 

gone to Jerusalem 

The Acts records four visits of Paul to Jerusalem after conversion: 

(1) Acts 9:23-30 . This seems identical with the visit of Galatians 1:18 Galatians 1:19 . The "apostles" of verse Acts 9:27 were Peter, and James, the Lord's brother. 

(2) Acts 11:30 . Paul may have been in Jerusalem during the events of Acts 12:1-24 Acts 12:25 . 

(3) Acts 15:1-30 ; Galatians 2:2-10 . 

(4) Acts 21:17-23:35 . 

9:29  And he spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and disputed against the Grecians: but they went about to slay him. 

Grecians 

Hellenists, i.e. Grecian Jews. 

9:36  Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation is called Dorcas: this woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did. 

Dorcas 

i.e. gazelle. 

9:39  Then Peter arose and went with them. When he was come, they brought him into the upper chamber: and all the widows stood by him weeping, and shewing the coats and garments which Dorcas made, while she was with them. 

widows 

Contra, Acts 6:1 . 

10 Chapter 10 

10:3  He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius. 

angel 

(See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

10:7  And when the angel which spake unto Cornelius was departed, he called two of his household servants, and a devout soldier of them that waited on him continually; 

angel 

(See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

10:35  But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him. 

righteousness 

(See Scofield "Romans 10:10") . 

10:43  To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins. 

sins 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

10:44  While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 

While Peter yet spake 

Verse 44 is one of the pivotal points of Scripture. Heretofore the Gospel has been offered to Jews only, and the Holy Spirit bestowed upon believing Jews through apostolic mediation. But now the normal order for this age is reached: the Holy Spirit is given without delay, mediation, or other condition than simple faith in Jesus Christ. Cf. 

(See Scofield "Acts 2:4") 1 Corinthians 6:19 . 

11 Chapter 11 

11:13  And he shewed us how he had seen an angel in his house, which stood and said unto him, Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; 

angel 

(See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

11:14  Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved. 

saved 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

11:15  And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning. 

as on us 

even as on us. Cf. Acts 2:1-4 ; 15:7-9 . 

11:19  Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only. 

Phenice 

Phoenicia. 

11:20  And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus. 

Grecians 

Hellenists, i.e. Grecian Jews. 

11:28  And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar. 

world 

"oikoumene" = "inhabited earth." (See Scofield "Luke 2:1") . 

12 Chapter 12 

12:1  Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church. 

Herod 

Herod Agrippa I., grandson of Herod the Great, (See Scofield "Matthew 2:1") , a strict observer of the law, and popular with the Jews, see Acts 12:21 . 

Herod Agrippa II., Paul's Agrippa, was his son. 

12:4  And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people. 

Easter 

the passover. 

12:5  Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him. 

prayer 

Or, instant and earnest prayer was made. 2 Corinthians 1:11 ; Ephesians 6:18 . 

12:8  And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me. 

angel 

(See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

12:9  And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was true which was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision. 

angel 

See note, (See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

12:11  And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews. 

angel 

(See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

13 Chapter 13 

13:1  Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 

Herod 

See margin ref., (See Scofield "Matthew 14:1") . 

13:6  And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Barjesus: 

sorcerer 

(Greek - mavgo )." See Matthew 2:1, "wise men." The same word was used for a vulgar magician, and for a true wise man of the East. 

13:7  Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear the word of God. 

deputy 

proconsul (Roman). 

13:22  And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will. 

said See, 1 Samuel 13:14 ; Psalms 89:20 . 

See Kingdom note, Zechariah 12:8 ; 1 Corinthians 15:28 ; 2 Samuel 7:8-17 . 

(See Scofield "2 Samuel 7:16") . 

13:23  Of this man's seed hath God according to his promise raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus: 

Saviour 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

13:26  Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the word of this salvation sent. 

salvation 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

13:38  Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: 

sins 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

13:39  And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses. 

all things 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

13:41  Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto you. 

work 

See, Habakkuk 1:5 . 

14 Chapter 14 

14:12  And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, Mercurius, because he was the chief speaker. 

Jupiter Latin for Gr. Zeus, the national god of the Greeks. 

Mercurius Gr. Hermes. 

14:23  And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed. 

ordained 

(Greek - mavgo , to designate by stretching out (or pointing with) the hand). 

15 Chapter 15 

15:3  And being brought on their way by the church, they passed through Phenice and Samaria, declaring the conversion of the Gentiles: and they caused great joy unto all the brethren. 

Phenice 

Phoenicia. 

15:7  And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe. 

my mouth 

See, Matthew 16:19 . Peter used the keys first for the Jews on the day of Pentecost; secondly, in the house of Cornelius for the Gentiles, Acts 15:14, But Paul was distinctively the apostle to the Gentiles. Galatians 2:7 Galatians 2:8 . 

15:13  And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me: 

Men and brethren 

Dispensationally, this is the most important passage in the N.T. It gives the divine purpose for this age, and for the beginning of the next. 

(1) The taking out from among the Gentiles of a people for His name, the distinctive work of the present, or church-age. The church is the ecclesia--the "called-out assembly." Precisely this has been in progress since Pentecost. The Gospel has never anywhere converted all, but everywhere has called out some. 

(2) "After this viz. the out-calling I will return." James quotes from Amos 9:11 Amos 9:12 . The verses which follow in Amos describe the final regathering of Israel, which the other prophets invariably connect with the fulfilment of the Davidic Covenant (e.g.) ; Isaiah 11:1 Isaiah 11:10-12 ; Jeremiah 23:5-8 . 

(3) "And will build again the tabernacle of David," i.e. re-establish the Davidic rule over Israel 2 Samuel 7:8-17 ; Luke 1:31-33 . 

(4) "That the residue of men Israelites may seek after the Lord" cf Zechariah 12:7 Zechariah 12:8 ; Zechariah 13:1 Zechariah 13:2 . 

(5) "And all the Gentiles," etc. cf Micah 4:2 ; Zechariah 8:21 Zechariah 8:22 . This is also the order of Romans 11:24-27 . 

15:14  Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name. 

at the first 

Lit. for the first time, i.e. in the house of Cornelius. Acts 15:8-11 ; 10:34-48 11:12-18 . 

15:16  After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: 

tabernacle of David 

Kingdom (N.T.) vs. Acts 15:14-17 ; Revelation 3:21 ; Luke 1:31-33 ; 1 Corinthians 15:34 . 

15:17  That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things. 

Lord 

Jehovah. vs. Acts 15:16 Acts 15:17 ; Amos 9:11 Amos 9:12 . 

15:19  Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to God: 

Wherefore 

The scope of the decision goes far beyond the mere question of circumcision. The whole question of the relation of the law to Gentile believers had been put in issue ( Acts 15:5 ), and their exemption is declared in the decision ( Acts 15:19 Acts 15:24 ). The decision might be otherwise stated in the terms of Romans 6:14 . "Ye are not under the law, but under grace." Gentile believers were to show grace by abstaining from the practices offensive to godly Jews. 

Acts 15:20 Acts 15:21 Acts 15:28 Acts 15:29 cf ; Romans 14:12-17 ; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

15:32  And Judas and Silas, being prophets also themselves, exhorted the brethren with many words, and confirmed them. 

prophets 

See, 1 Corinthians 14:3 defines the N.T. gift of prophecy. 

15:39  And the contention was so sharp between them, that they departed asunder one from the other: and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus; 

Barnabas 

And is heard of no more in the Bible story. 

16 Chapter 16 

16:7  After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not. 

suffered 

R.V. adds "of Jesus", as in the best authorities. 

16:9  And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us. 

prayed him 

beseeching him. Here the Gospel turns toward Europe. 

16:10  And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them. 

we 

The change here from "they," as in the preceding verses, to "we" indicates that at Troas Luke, the narrator, joined Paul's company. 

16:12  And from thence to Philippi, which is the chief city of that part of Macedonia, and a colony: and we were in that city abiding certain days. 

colony 

i.e. a Roman colony. 

16:13  And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake unto the women which resorted thither. 

was wont 

might legally, i.e. a legal meeting-place for Jews where there was no synagogue. 

16:16  And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying: 

spirit 

(Greek - A ," "a Python)." 

16:17  The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation. 

most high God (See Scofield "Matthew 7:22") . This marks the "spirit", Acts 16:18, as being a demon. 

salvation See note, (See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

16:19  And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and drew them into the marketplace unto the rulers, 

drew 

(Greek - A ," probably by the feet). Cf. Acts 14:19 . 

16:20  And brought them to the magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city, 

magistrates 

(Greek - A ," Roman magistrates). 

16:25  And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. 

prayed 

Lit. were praying and singing hymns. 

16:30  And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 

saved 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

16:31  And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 

saved 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

16:35  And when it was day, the magistrates sent the serjeants, saying, Let those men go. 

serjeants 

(Greek - A )." 

17 Chapter 17 

17:3  Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ. 

Christ 

The Christ, i.e. that, according to the Scriptures, the Messiah must die and rise again. That Jesus was the Messiah was the second part of his argument. 

17:6  And when they found them not, they drew Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying, These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also; 

drew 

dragged. See margin ref., (See Scofield "Acts 16:19") . 

17:12  Therefore many of them believed; also of honourable women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few. 

Therefore Illustrates John 5:46 . Believing the O.T. they believed the Gospel. 

honourable Greek women of honourable estate. 

17:16  Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry. 

stirred 

provoked within him as he beheld the city full of idols. 

17:18  Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoicks, encountered him. And some said, What will this babbler say? other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection. 

Epicureans Disciples of Epicurus, B.C. 342-271, who abandoned as hopeless the search by reason for pure truth, cf. John 18:38 seeking instead true pleasure through experience. 

Stoicks Disciples of Zeno, B.C. 280, and Chrysippus, B.C. 240. This philosophy was founded on human self-sufficiency, inculcated stern self-repression, the solidarily of the race, and the unity of Deity. Epicureans and Stocis divided the apostolic world. 

17:19  And they took him, and brought him unto Areopagus, saying, May we know what this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is? 

Areopagus 

Mars' hill. 

17:26  And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 

blood 

"blood" is not in the best manuscripts. R.V. omits. 

17:28  For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. 

For we 

Found in the sritings of Aratus and Cleanthes. 

17:29  Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device. 

offspring of God 

(Greek - gevno = "race)." The reference is to the creation-work of God in which He made man (i.e. mankind, the race in Adam) in his own likeness, Genesis 1:26 Genesis 1:27 thus rebuking the thought that "the Godhead is like unto gold," etc. The word "Father" is not used, not does the passage affirm anything concerning fatherhood or sonship, which are relationships based on faith, and the new birth. 

Cf John 1:12 John 1:13 ; Galatians 3:26 ; 4:1-7 ; John 5:1 . 

17:30  And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent: 

Repent 

Repentance is the trans. of a (Greek - gevno ("metanoia-metanoeo") meaning "to have another mind," "to change the mind," and is used in the N).T. to indicate a change of mind in respect of sin, of God, and of self. This change of mind may, especially in the case of Christians who have fallen into sin, be preceded by sorrow 2 Corinthians 7:8-11 but sorrow for sin, though it may "work" repentance, is not repentance. The son in Matthew 21:28 Matthew 21:29 illustrates true repentance. 

Saving faith: (See Scofield "Hebrews 11:39") includes and implies that change of mind which is called repentance. 

17:31  Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead. 

world 

"oikoumene" = inhabited earth. (See Scofield "Luke 2:1") . 

18 Chapter 18 

18:5  And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus was Christ. 

pressed 

Or, constrained by the Word. Cf. 2 Corinthians 5:14 . 

18:7  And he departed thence, and entered into a certain man's house, named Justus, one that worshipped God, whose house joined hard to the synagogue. 

Justus 

Titus Justus. 

18:17  Then all the Greeks took Sosthenes, the chief ruler of the synagogue, and beat him before the judgment seat. And Gallio cared for none of those things. 

cared for 

Contra. John 19:13-16 ; Acts 24:26 Acts 24:27 . 

18:25  This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. 

instructed 

taught by word of mouth, or, hearsay, i.e. not by revelation. Cf. Galatians 1:11 Galatians 1:12 . 

The N.T. Scriptures were not then written. 

18:28  For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publickly, shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ. 

that Jesus 

Apollos' ministry seems to have gone no further; Jesus was the long expected Messiah. Of Paul's doctrine of justification through the blood, and sanctification through the Spirit, he seems at that time to have known nothing. See Acts 19:3-6 . 

19 Chapter 19 

19:2  He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 

Have 

Not as in A.V., "since ye believed," but as in R.V. and marg.: "Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye believed?" Paul was evidently impressed by the absence of spirituality and power in these so-called disciples. Their answer brought out the fact that they were Jewish proselytes, disciples of John the Baptist, looking backward to an accomplished redemption. Romans 8:9 ; 1 Corinthians 6:19 ; Ephesians 1:13 . 

19:16  And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 

overcame The sons of Sceva sought to imitate a power to which they were strangers, only to their own confusion. This striking witness from another side caused fear to fall on all. 

prevailed Luke 11:21 Luke 11:22 ; 1 John 4:4 . 

19:21  After these things were ended, Paul purposed in the spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been there, I must also see Rome. 

spirit 

i.e. in his own mind. Cf. (See Scofield "Acts 20:22") . 

19:23  And the same time there arose no small stir about that way. 

about the way 

concerning the Way, i.e. Christ. John 14:6 . 

19:27  So that not only this our craft is in danger to be set at nought; but also that the temple of the great goddess Diana should be despised, and her magnificence should be destroyed, whom all Asia and the world worshippeth. 

world 

"oikoumene" = inhabited earth. (See Scofield "Luke 2:1") . 

19:28  And when they heard these sayings, they were full of wrath, and cried out, saying, Great is Diana of the Ephesians. 

Diana 

Gr. Artemis. Not anciently of the Greek pantheon, but an Eastern goddess. Cf. Judges 2:13 . (See Scofield "Judges 2:13") . 

But "Diana of the Ephesians" was rather a particular image of Artemis, reputed to have fallen from heaven; Acts 19:35 . 

20 Chapter 20 

20:6  And we sailed away from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread, and came unto them to Troas in five days; where we abode seven days. 

we 

From the use of the pronoun, Luke here rejoins the apostle. 

20:7  And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight. 

first day 

It was the breaking of bread for which the disciples were assembled. The passage indicates the use by the apostolic churches of the first day, not the seventh. Cf. 1 Corinthians 16:2 . 

20:22  And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there: 

spirit 

Cf. Acts 21:4 . In Acts 20:22 Paul's own spirit (See Scofield "1 Thessalonians 5:23") is meant; in Acts 21:4 the Holy Spirit. Paul's motive in going to Jerusalem seems to have been his great affection for the Jews Romans 9:1-5 and his hope that gifts of the Gentile churches, sent by him to the poor saints at Jerusalem Romans 15:25-28 would open the hearts of the law-bound Jewish believers to the "gospel of the grace of God" Acts 20:24 . 

20:24  But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. 

neither 

Or, I hold not my life of any account, as unto myself, in comparison with accomplishing my course. See, 1 Corinthians 9:26 ; Philippians 3:13 Philippians 3:14 . 2 Timothy 4:7 2 Timothy 4:8 . 

20:29  For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 

wolves 

The two sources of the apostasy: false teachers from without, 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 ; 2 Peter 2:1-3 ambitious leaders from within, ; 3 John 1:9 3 John 1:10 ; Revelation 2:6 Revelation 2:15 . Also, ; 1 Timothy 1:20 ; 1 John 2:19 . 

20:35  I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. 

It is more 

See, Luke 14:12 . 

21 Chapter 21 

21:4  And finding disciples, we tarried there seven days: who said to Paul through the Spirit, that he should not go up to Jerusalem. 

go up to 

Lit. set foot in. Not, as in Acts 20:23 a warning of danger, but now an imperative command. See Acts 22:17 Acts 22:18 . 

21:23  Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have four men which have a vow on them; 

vow 

Probably according to Numbers 6:1-7 . Cf. Colossians 2:14-17 . 

21:24  Them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at charges with them, that they may shave their heads: and all may know that those things, whereof they were informed concerning thee, are nothing; but that thou thyself also walkest orderly, and keepest the law. 

charges with them Lit. spend something on them. 

walkest orderly Lit. art keeping in the ranks, guarding the law. Cf. Romans 10:1-12 . 

21:26  Then Paul took the men, and the next day purifying himself with them entered into the temple, to signify the accomplishment of the days of purification, until that an offering should be offered for every one of them. 

Paul took 

Contra. Acts 21:4 ; Galatians 2:2-6 . See, ; Romans 3:9 Romans 3:10 Romans 3:19 Romans 3:20 Romans 3:28 ; 4:3-5 ; Romans 5:1 Romans 5:2 ; 6:14 ; Romans 7:1-4 Romans 7:6 ; Romans 8:3 Romans 8:4 ; Galatians 2:15 Galatians 2:16 Galatians 2:18 Galatians 2:19 ; Galatians 3:10 Galatians 3:24 Galatians 3:25 ; Galatians 4:9-11 Galatians 4:21-31 ; Philippians 3:7-9 ; Hebrews 9:14 Hebrews 9:15 Hebrews 9:28 ; Hebrews 10:1-4 Hebrews 10:17 Hebrews 10:18 13:11-14 

21:30  And all the city was moved, and the people ran together: and they took Paul, and drew him out of the temple: and forthwith the doors were shut. 

drew 

See, Acts 14:19 ; 16:19 . 

21:37  And as Paul was to be led into the castle, he said unto the chief captain, May I speak unto thee? Who said, Canst thou speak Greek? 

chief 

(Greek - cilivarco , the Roman tribune). There were six such "chief captains" in each legion of 6000 men. 

22 Chapter 22 

22:9  And they that were with me saw indeed the light, and were afraid; but they heard not the voice of him that spake to me. 

voice 

Cf. (See Scofield "Acts 9:7") . 

22:16  And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. 

sins 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

22:17  And it came to pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance; 

when I was 

i.e. probably on his first visit to Jerusalem after his conversion. 

22:28  And the chief captain answered, With a great sum obtained I this freedom. And Paul said, But I was free born. 

freedom citizenship. 

was free born am a Roman born, i.e. of a father who had obtained citizenship. 

22:29  Then straightway they departed from him which should have examined him: and the chief captain also was afraid, after he knew that he was a Roman, and because he had bound him. 

examined him 

Or, tortured him. 

23 Chapter 23 

23:6  But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and resurrection of the dead I am called in question. 

Sadducees 

(See Scofield "Matthew 3:7") . 

23:9  And there arose a great cry: and the scribes that were of the Pharisees' part arose, and strove, saying, We find no evil in this man: but if a spirit or an angel hath spoken to him, let us not fight against God. 

scribes 

(See Scofield "Matthew 2:4") . 

24 Chapter 24 

24:5  For we have found this man a pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes: 

world 

"oikoumene" = inhabited earth. (See Scofield "Luke 2:1") . 

24:10  Then Paul, after that the governor had beckoned unto him to speak, answered, Forasmuch as I know that thou hast been of many years a judge unto this nation, I do the more cheerfully answer for myself: 

the governor 

Felix made procurator over Judaea, A.D. 53. 

24:22  And when Felix heard these things, having more perfect knowledge of that way, he deferred them, and said, When Lysias the chief captain shall come down, I will know the uttermost of your matter. 

of that way 

concerning the Way. See, John 14:6 . 

24:25  And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee. 

righteousness (See Scofield "Romans 10:10") . 

trembled becoming afraid; (Greek - e[mfobo ," afraid). 

24:27  But after two years Porcius Festus came into Felix' room: and Felix, willing to shew the Jews a pleasure, left Paul bound. 

But after But when two years were fulfilled, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus; and desiring to gain favour with the Jews, Felix left Paul in bonds. 

25 Chapter 25 

25:6  And when he had tarried among them more than ten days, he went down unto Caesarea; and the next day sitting on the judgment seat commanded Paul to be brought. 

more than ten 

Or, as some copies read, no more than eight or ten days. 

25:13  And after certain days king Agrippa and Bernice came unto Caesarea to salute Festus. 

Agrippa 

This ( Acts 5:13 ) was Herod Agrippa II., son of the Herod Agrippa I. of Acts 12:1, and great-grandson of Herod the Great. (See Scofield "Matthew 2:1") . 

Bernice, or Berenice, was the sister of Herod Agrippa II. Acts 5:13 . 

26 Chapter 26 

26:14  And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 

heard 

Cf. (See Scofield "Acts 9:7") . 

26:18  To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. 

sins 

Sin. (See Scofield "Romans 3:23") . 

26:23  That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles. 

Christ 

the Christ must suffer. See, Acts 3:18 ; Acts 17:3 . (See Scofield "Acts 17:3") . 

26:28  Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. 

Almost 

R.V. With but little persuasion thou wouldest fain make me a Christian. The answer might be paraphrased: "It will require more than this," etc., or, "A little more and you will make," etc. 

26:29  And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds. 

both 

Lit. both in a little and in much. 

27 Chapter 27 

27:1  And when it was determined that we should sail into Italy, they delivered Paul and certain other prisoners unto one named Julius, a centurion of Augustus' band. 

centurion 

Commander of 100 soldiers. 

27:9  Now when much time was spent, and when sailing was now dangerous, because the fast was now already past, Paul admonished them, 

fast 

The fast was on the tenth day of the seventh month. Leviticus 23:27 Leviticus 23:29 . 

27:17  Which when they had taken up, they used helps, undergirding the ship; and, fearing lest they should fall into the quicksands, strake sail, and so were driven. 

fall 

be cast upon the Syrtis. 

27:23  For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, 

the angel 

an angel of the God whose I am, whom also I serve. (See Scofield "Hebrews 1:4") . 

27:28  And sounded, and found it twenty fathoms: and when they had gone a little further, they sounded again, and found it fifteen fathoms. 

fathoms 

One fathom = between 6 and 7 feet. 

27:37  And we were in all in the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen souls. 

two hundred 

Some ancient authorities read, about threescore and sixteen souls. 

27:40  And when they had taken up the anchors, they committed themselves unto the sea, and loosed the rudder bands, and hoised up the mainsail to the wind, and made toward shore. 

taken up 

Or, cut the anchors, they left them in the sea, etc. 

28 Chapter 28 

28:15  And from thence, when the brethren heard of us, they came to meet us as far as Appii forum, and The three taverns: whom when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage. 

Appii 

the market of Appius. 

28:16  And when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard: but Paul was suffered to dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him. 

a soldier 

the soldier that guarded him. Acts 24:23 ; 27:3 . 

28:28  Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it. 

salvation 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

28:30  And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto him, 

his own hired house 

It has been much disputed whether Paul endured two Roman imprisonments, from A.D. 62 to 68 or one. The tradition from Clement to Eusebius favours two imprisonments with a year of liberty between. Erdman (W.J.) has pointed out the leaving of Trophimus sick at Miletus, mentioned in 2 Timothy 4:20 could not have been an occurrence of Paul's last journey to Jerusalem, for then Trophimus was not left ; Acts 20:4 ; 21:29 nor of the journey to Rome to appear before Caesar, for then he did not touch at Miletus. To make this incident possible there must have been a release from the first imprisonment, and an interval of ministry and travel. 

